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DEC Member Appreciation Day 2018
By Pam Nebel

At top: Riders gather to enjoy a beautiful Sunday in Redden State
Forest, Georgetown.
Underneath, left to right: Wayne Nebel on Jax, Lucky and Barbara
Leighton on mules and Sharon Shockley on Gllori
Sunday, September 30th turned out to be a beautiful fall day to hold our annual Member Appreciation Day Ride and Drive at Redden State Forest located in Georgetown, DE.
Trailers pulled in and at last count was 53! We met many new riders along
with several long-time supporters of our organization. Several folks joined us
just to share lunch with our group and have a great time. We believe this may
have been our largest group yet totaling just over 100!
We began our lunch break at 12:15 with the Pledge of Allegiance followed
by a terrific lunch provided by the super team of Shorty and his wife. Thank you
both for your continued excellence! Everything was delicious.
Many thanks to our door prize donors….Hudson’s Southern States and
Chick’s Saddlery for donating $25 gift certificates and the Delaware Equine
Council for donating a $25 gift card to Tractor Supply along with a new DEC
logo sweatshirt. Congratulations to the four
DEC Directory
winners!
Don’t be surprised if you see your picture
PHOTO CONTEST
on Facebook or the Delaware Equine CounEnter your favorite photo
cil’s newly launched website www.delawa(equines only)
reequinecouncil.org. Thank you Elrita
to Rose Lawson at
Annett for being a great photographer!
tiro6@msn.com
We hope you had a great time and
302-344-6382
we look forward to seeing you again
Deadline Oct. 31st
in September 2019!

WEBSITE RELAUNCH Che c k it out !
www.delawareequinecouncil.org
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Delaware
2018 Deer
Hunting and
Trail Riding
By Stan Vonasek, DEC President
Deer hunting and the best trail riding seasons are here. The following article regarding new legislation, hunting seasons and
your trail riding safety is provided. Especially note the November 9 – 18 hunting
season.
The 2018 Delaware State Legislation authorized the Agencies that control public
land, such as DNREC and the Department
of Agriculture, to allow Sunday hunting on
their properties as well on privately-owned
land.
As a result, DNREC has established the
23 Sundays, between September 1, 2018
and February 3, 2019, for Sunday hunting.
Search Sunday Hunting in Delaware;
click on Dnrec-Delaware.
In addition, the Department of Agriculture
has allowed Sunday hunting on Tunnell
Tract (West of Georgetown) and Long Tract
(near Dagsboro). There will not be any
Sunday hunting allowed on any other State
Forest tracts, however, there is hunting allowed Monday – Saturday on all tracts.
Deer hunting on private property is allowed during the hunting seasons shown
below. In addition, the special Deer Crop
Damage Management Programs allow
hunting on any day on the properties that
are enrolled.
(Continued on page 8)

Ride Rescheduled
Rain, rain - go away!
Because of recent wet
weather. DEC’s
“Autumn on the
Brandywide” Ride
has been reset for Nov. 3
(See page 7)
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President’s Message
What a glorious day for the 100+ participants that arrived in 50+ riggs to attended
the Member Appreciation Day ride/drive on
Sunday, September 30.
The weather could not have been more perfect, and
there were very few mosquitos!!! Great food and friendship.
The Delaware Equine Council did everything possible
to prevent the increase in the numbers of Sundays that
deer hunting will be allowed. Although the DEC fully
supports the Crop Damage Management Programs and
agrees that Sunday hunting on private property may help
reduce the deer population; the authorized public hunting
areas that allow Sunday hunting are of concern.
Be especially aware of the November 9th through the
18th season. This is the main hunting season (the rut)
when the majority of hunters are out and the largest number of deer are taken.
Please read the article I wrote on the deer hunting seasons and plan your trail riding accordingly. (Pages 1 & 8)
Stan Vonasek, DEC President

- Hurricane Florence Relief DELAWARE EQUINE COUNCIL PRESENTS

NEW HORSE OWNER SEMINAR
Saturday, November 3 • 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Kent County Extension Office
69 Transportation Circle, Dover, DE
Seminar specially organized for the new horse owner or those
considering buying a horse. What you need for your horse’s
care, what you need to know.
No sales, just lots of good information.
Light lunch will be provided to participants.
Pre-registration required. Adults $10 / Youth under 18 $5
8:30 to 9:00 Check In
9:00 to 9:15 Introduction by Ken Horeis, Vice President,
Delaware Equine Council
9:15 to 10:00 What you need to know about proper hoof care
(no hoof, no horse)
10:15 to 11:00 Horse Care and Health Issues
All Creatures Veterinary Service
(vaccinations, first aid basics, temperature,
respiratory, pulse)
11:15 to 12:00 Pasture Management and Maintenance
Susan Truehart Garey
with University of Delaware Extension
12:00 to 1:00 Lunch and Visiting with the Speakers
1:00 to 2:45 Nutrient Management
Brooke Walls with Department of Agriculture,
Nutrient Management Section
2:00 to 2:45 Horse Trailer Maintenance and Safety
Ronnie Lloyd, Delwood Trailer Sales
3:00 to 3:45 Basic Nutrition – Ken Horeis

To register:
Contact Ken Horeis at kenhoreis@yahoo.com
or 302-270-2648

Those who wish to help our Carolina neighbors
who have been devastated
by Hurricane Florence and its aftemath
may do so at

www.nchorsecouncil.com
or

www.scupstateequine.com
2018 Delaware Equine Council Officers:
President, Stan Vonasek . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 302-684-3966
Vice President, Ken Horeis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 302-270-2648
Secretary, Pam Nebel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 240-994-2220
Treasurer, Tami Stevens . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 815-252-8367

2018 Delaware Equine Council Directors:
Kate Bowski . . . . . . . 302-858-2687
George Parris . . . . . . 302-846-2189
Julie Warrington . . . . 302-423-7393
Cynthia Vollmer. . . . . 302-519-2034

lonestargeorgetown@gmail.com
. . . . . . . .gigiparris@verizon.net
. . .warrington_girls@yahoo.com
. . .cyn.vollmer2010@gmail.com

October / November 2018

www.delawareequinecouncil.org

Page 3

Page 4

www.delawareequinecouncil.org

October / November 2018

Kenedy with Sadie
Sanjya

Jeffrey with
Patrick

SDTR Fall Horse Show
By Jennifer Swingle
Southern Delaware Therapeutic Riding (SDTR) held their Fall Horse Show
on Saturday, September 22nd featuring many of their therapeutic riders.
While these riders overcome obstacles
everyday, they come out and give their
best for these events. There were so
many smiles throughout the day!
The many volunteers were instrumental in making all this happen. For
more information about SDTR and all
future events, visit their website at
www.sdtrhr.com or like them on Facebook at SDTR Community.

BEMER VET
HORSE CUFF

With the help of the
BEMER Vet horse cuff,
you can generate a
focused BEMER signal
on a specific region of
your horse’s body.
This is particularly effective
in areas of intense strain,
for instance, at the joints.
The cuff signal control
module is just as powerful
as that of the horse blanket.

BEMER VET
HORSE BLANKET
POSITIVE EFFECTS
OF THE BEMER
APPLICATION:
1. Promotes recovery and
regeneration
2. Assists in relief of
muscular discomfort
3. Reduction of stress
(during transportation
or competition)
4. Enhances water retention
in tissue.
5.Supports recovery after
an injury.

Jerry Don Daub, IBD
302.841.5759
Rose Lawson, IBD
302.344.6382

Our horse blanket is the solution
for large-area applications.
The blanket generates the
BEMER signal field that
encompasses and permeates
your animal. The small, yet
extremely efficient signal control
module is optimally placed for
simple usage and contains
a high-quality battery for
approximately 15 applications.

jerry.daub@bemermail.com
rose.lawson@bemermail.com
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Calendar of Events
October:
Saturday, October 6: Karen’s Shows at Annett Farms, Contact:
www.annettfarms.com
Saturday & Sunday, October 6 & 7: TEC Fall Clean up & Camp
Over
Sunday, October 7: Wicomico Hunt Paper Chase. Contact Kris
at 410-490-4275
Saturday, October 13: TEC “Celebration of the Horse”, free,
10 am to 4 pm, Contact: Joetta Denny (410) 490-5021
Saturday, October 20: TEC Fun Day, 10-3. Contact Tami Dilling
410-643-0299
Saturday, October 20: Changing Fates Equine Rescue of
Delaware OBSTACLE CHALLENGE.
Contact: www.changingfatesequine.org
Saturday, October 20: CBHSA Horseshow at C-Line Stables.
Contact Carlotta Cline at 302-376-9594
Saturday, October 20: Southern Delaware Therapeutic RIding
3rd Annual Barn Dance, 8-10 p.m., 171710 Harbeson Rd.,
Milford, DE. $40, buy tickets at SDTRHR.com. Registration
10 am. Rain date Nov. 4
Sunday, October 28: AMBA 11th Annual Halloween Trail Ride &
Walk, Redden State Forest Headquarters, Georgetown, DE.
Lunch and prizes. Contact Alycia Hovey
alycia.hovey@gmail.com
November:
Friday, Saturday, November 2,3 & 4: TEC Cindy Berkey Trail
Ride & Fall Harvest Auction, Contact Joyce Bell
Saturday, November 3: Karen’s Shows at Annett Farms, Contact: www.annettfarms.com
Saturday, November 3: DEC “Autumn on the Brandywine”
Rescheduled riding event with lunch/live music/door prizes.
Contact Julie at warrington_girls@yahoo.com or pre-register
at www.delawareequinecouncil.org
Saturday, November 3: DEC New Horse Owner Seminar, Kent
County Extension Office, 69 Transportation Circle, Dover, DE
8:30 am-4 pm. Pre-registratiorequired:kenhoreis@yahoo.com
or 302-270-2648
Friday, November 8, Tuesday, November 13 & Thursday, November 15 : UD Extention’s Women in Equine Business Series, Contact: Susan Garey at truehart@udel.edu or (302)
730-4000.
Friday, November 9 - Monday, November 12: Paul Dietz Horsemanship: Cow Working & Horsemanship Clinics, Hidden
Meadow FArm, Hartly, DE. Contact Maris Conti,
drmeese@aol.com or Christine Dietz 602-332-5038
Saturday, November 10: CBHSA Medal Finals & Hunter Classic
at C-Line Stables. Contact Carlotta Cline at 302-376-9594

~ Welcome New Individual DEC Members ~

 Next DEC Meetings: October 15 • November 19 
7 p.m. - Harrington Fire Company Conference Room
20 Clark St.• Harrington, DE 19952
Come join us & bring a friend!

By Alison Howard
Wicomico Hunt Club held its 2nd Annual Foxhunting 101
Clinic in September. The clinic focuses on introducing riders and horses to the sport of Foxchasing (also called Foxhunting). Historically, foxes were hunted with hounds for
the goal of reducing predators. Over the years, this concept has morphed into “Chasing”, as fox present less of a
nuisance in the United States.
Mounted foxhunting involves disciplined riding with
hounds as they chase a fox across the countryside, riding
over sometimes challenging terrain at different speeds.
Jumping is not required, and both English and Western riders were welcome.
Fox Hunting 101 with Wicomico Hunt Club has been
amazing!” said Julianne Reedy. “Everyone has worked so
hard to put on a very educational yet relaxed event. It has
been wonderful to meet so many great individuals that are
quickly becoming friends.. .I love the traditions and conservation work Fox Hunting stands for. There is a level for
all skilled riders and horses. If you love to have fun, meet
amazing people and to get in the saddle and have a good
time, I think it is safe to say Fox hunting is for you!”
Amy Warrington added, “Fox hunting 101 with the
Wicomico Hunt is a fantastic avenue for either a green
horse or rider to learn and experience foxhunting in a relaxed, supportive, and fun environment. They offer a slow
and steady approach to ensure a good experience, but if
you’re ready, the First field is available to step it up a
notch.”
The Clinic also teaches the “strategy” of foxhunting, the
organization and etiquette of the hunt, and the importance
of safety. Both horse and rider had a chance to be with
the hounds while riding. The school builds up to an actual
autumn hunt with the Wicomico Hunt Club.

Left: Huntsman Marty Morani with the hounds
Right: Riders Emily Carney and Ed Fry

haps Farm
C
,L
ty
LC

Tom Blake, Jenny Blake, Diane Valentine, Blair Rogers,
Grier Stayton, Meredith Smith, Charlotte Reagoso,
Chris Reagoso, Sally Hahn, Thea Stout, Suzy Armacost,
Lia Rone, Cathy Shiner, Joanne Mannix,
Barbara Wanamaker, Daisy Wanamaker, Sarina Evert,
Kim Meier, Mary Catherine Visalli, Earleen Rentz,
Jeff Rentz, Susan Folk, John Garwood, Delaney Vanhoof
Donna May Kramer, Jacqueline Leahy
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Foxhunting
School a Hit
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“Loving Life With Horses”
www.DustyChapsFarm.com

Full-Care Horse Boarding
Riding Lessons
Pony Parties & Pony Rides
Day Camps
Delaware Certified Thoroughbred
Program Participating Farm

Wendy Lippincott - Owner/Instructor
440 Indian Runner Road
Felton, DE 19943
Phone: 302-632-9733
E-mail: info@DustyChapsFarm.com
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Delaware 4-H’ers Compete at 53rd Annual State Show
By Susan Garey, UD Cooperative Extension Agent
43 Delaware 4-H Horse project members competed at the 53rd Annual State 4H Horse Show held in the Quillen Arena
during the Delaware State Fair. Put on by
volunteers on the State 4-H Horse Advisory Committee, the show offers 4-H
members the opportunity to show and
learn under the guidance of capable volunteers and judges while having fun at the
same time.
Judged this year by Rebecca Trego of
Port Royal, Pennsylvania members competed in the required showmanship Left to right: Ashley Bullock (winner) and members of Betty Niblett's
classes as well as horsemanship, equi- family: Kay Betts, Jane Scuse, Morgan Scuse, Whitney Betts Krietz,
tation, trail, pleasure, driving and fun Brynlee Krietz, Taylor Scuse, Alivia Scuse
classes like barrel racing, egg and spoon,
• Champion Western Horse:
Champion English Horse:
dollar bareback and costume. Trail classes
Sierra Kane with “Chipnotized”
Ashley Bullock with “Revitalize”
were evaluated by Ms. Brooke Dixon of
- Kent County
- Kent County
Smyrna, Delaware.
• Reserve Champion Western
Reserve Champion English Horse:
Champion and Reserve Champion
Danielle Eisemann with“Midnight ”
Horse:
Horse Show awards were sponsored by
Sydney Messick with “Zip It Up
- Sussex County
the Delaware Equine Council and the
Charlie”- Kent County
Champion English Pony:
Delaware Quarter Horse Association re• Champion Western Pony:
Lanie Satterfield with “Churchill’s
spectively and were presented to the folAlexis Skodzinski with “Lex”
Supreme Eclipse”- Kent County
lowing 4-H members:
- Kent County
Reserve Champion English Pony:
• Reserve
Rachel Adkins with “Guda Dreams
Champion
Come True”- Kent County
Grand Champion Walk Trot:
Western Pony:
Keeley Rose with
Savannah Messick with “Roxy Dee
“Lucky Duck” Heart”- Kent County
Reserve Champion Walk Trot:
SussexCounty
Gracie Ricker with “Bright Eyed
Hollywood” - Sussex County
The Betty Niblett Perpetual Trophy is presented to the
4-H member who acquires the most points in Showmanship
and Equitation/horsemanship classes. Betty was the President of the State 4-H Horse Advisory Committee at the time
of her death and helping kids with horse projects was a passion of hers.
The winner of the 2018 Betty Niblett Perpetual Trophy
was Ashley Bullock of the Hearts 4-Horses 4-H Club in
Kent County.
The annual horse show is open to any 4-H member on
the Delmarva Peninsula or Delaware 4-H members.
Thank you to our gold sponsors and supporters of the
2018 show including the State 4-H Horse Advisory Committee, Anytime Fitness Smyrna, the Delaware Equine
Council, and the Delaware Quarter Horse Association.
Silver Sponsors were Courageous Hearts Equine Assisted
Psychotherapy and Horse Power Show Hunters.
4-H is a community of young people across Delaware
(Continued on page 10)
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Delaware Equine Councils

AUTUMN ON THE BRANDYWINE
New date: Saturday, November 3rd
(rain date: Sunday, November 4th)
Registration begins
at 9:00 a.m.
Ride Out at 10:00 a.m.
Dan and Julie Lynch and Mike and Marion
Spresser enjoy the “Chicks for Charity” dinner.

“Chicks for Charity” Dinner
By Elrita Annett
“Chicks for Charity” chose Compassionate Hearts as the
beneficiary of their August dinner held at Hooked Restaurant
in Lewes, Delaware. Compassionate Hearts provide a great
service to our community through Equine Assisted Psychotherapy. Their clients include veterans, youth, children
and families as well as employee training. Many of the most
worthy clients cannot afford the therapy. Compassionate
Hearts provides therapy through donations at no cost to
those otherwise unable to afford.
Equine Assisted Psychotherapy is a solution-focused
model that incorporates horses to promote emotional growth
and learning. It is a collaborative effort between a licensed
mental health clinician and an equine specialist, working with
clients and horses to address treatment goals. The focus of
equine assisted psychotherapy is NOT on riding or horsemanship. Compassionate Hearts incorporates the healing
power of horses to provide quality psychotherapy and personal development. Compassionate Hearts has monthly
demonstrations. Those interested in a demonstration may
contact Rosemary Baughman at 302-593-1378.
“Chicks for Charity” is dedicated to assisting those less fortunate. Established in Lewes, Delaware, they have aided the
residents of Sussex County beginning with the first Dinner in
July 2010. They are using your donations to change the lives
of many!
At the dinner, there are auction items (both Chinese and
silent auction) from businesses in
the area. The items include gift
baskets of goodies, gift certificates,
pies, cakes, and art work from well
known local artists. It is a fun
evening!!! “Chicks for Charity”
gives 100% of the proceeds to the
chosen charity.
The two women responsible for
“Chicks for Charity” are Kari
Ainsworth and Marcie Urgo. Kari
and Marcie deserve a big round of
Tami Stevens and
applause for their efforts over the
Phylis Kelly.
last eight years.

$30.00 per rider

Includes:
 Guided Hunt Pace or Guided
Leisure Pace
RIDE on the beautiful private
DuPont Estate “Granogue”
and public lands of the
Brandywine River area includes River Crossings
 LUNCH provided in the
beautiful Picnic Grove
with UD Creamery Ice Cream
 1 YR MEMBERSHIP TO DEC
 LIVE MUSIC  Rafle prizes
Trailer parking, registration and lunch
will be provided at this location.
Groups will organize and ride
out from here:

Ramsey’s Farm
500 Ramsey Road, Wilmington DE 19803
(near the intersection of Ramsey Road and Creek
Roads) - Ramsey’s Farm signs will be posted.
* Negative Coggins and liability
release required
* Shoes/boots recommended
* Non rider pricing available
Reserve your spot by pre-registering with PayPal at
www.delawareequinecouncil.org
Contact: Julie Warrington at:
warrington_girls@yahoo.com

Page 8

www.delawareequinecouncil.org

October / November 2018

DE Deer Hunting (Continued from page 1)
For further reference, the following link:
www.eregulations.com/delaware/hunting/deer-seasons/
reflects the 2018 hunting seasons and is shown on the online bonus pages.
It is strongly suggested that you highlight a calendar with
the dates of the deer seasons and Sunday hunting dates.
The various seasons and type of weapon authorized can
become very confusing.
The shotgun season of November 9 – 18 is prime hunting because of the rut (breeding season). This week is

Buck Brannaman Clinic

when the majority of hunters are out and when the largest
number of deer is harvested. Think seriously about not
going trail riding during this period!
Whenever trail riding during a hunting season, wear
blaze orange and ensure that your horse also is displaying
blaze orange streamers or other highlighted material.
DEC has some for sale.
It is also a good practice to desensitize your horse to the
sound of a gunshot to prevent spooking.

By Pam Nebel

Buck Brannaman returned to Harrington, Delaware, on
Sept 21-23 to share his perfected horsemanship skills with
participants from several different states. Buck’s assistant,
Isaac Johnson, was with him and helped participants with
problem areas with their horses during the clinic.
Many Buck followers signed up for his clinic again, advancing from the Foundation class to the Horsemanship
One class.
Buck commented that the Quillen Arena was one of the
largest and nicest arenas that he has had the pleasure of
working in. He looks forward to coming back in 2019. So,
for those of you who were in his clinic this year, make him

proud next year and practice the skills you learned with
your horse. Keep looking for that “soft feel” and once
you’ve got it, you are on the road to a successful partnership with your horse.
Many thanks to Lucretia Krantz
from St. Michael’s, MD, for sponsoring the clinic again this year.
She puts her heart and soul into
this event and we are grateful for
her hard work. We look forward
to seeing everyone again next
year!
Below: Riders getting
ready for class to begin.
Above:
Buck Brannaman
sharing what can be
accomplished with a
well-trained bridle
horse.

_______________________________
Send articles and information for the
Delaware Equine News to
warrington_girls@yahoo.com
_______________________________

Changing Fates Equine Rescue of
Delaware, Inc

31283 Old Cabin Road
Laurel, DE 19956
302-339-5065
www.changingfatesequine.org
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Cooperative Extension To Offer Women In Ag Equine Series
Calling all women involved in equine businesses! The University of Delaware Cooperative Extension, in conjunction with
the University of Maryland Cooperative Extension, is hosting a Women In Ag Equine Business focused series of programs
in November 2018. The supper series is open to both women and men but the primary target is female equine business
operators.
The program series blends friendly discussion and the opportunity for networking over dinner with presentations by
guest speakers. The information presented is designed to help equine operators to strengthen their skills to manage risk
and promote farm and business growth.
Topics covered will include:
• Who is in Business with You? Understanding Business Structures
• What Color Are You? Learn How Different Color Personalities Can Work Well Together
• An Introduction to Business Plans
• What is a Lender Looking for?
• Understanding Credit and Credit Reports
• Farm and Equine Insurance
• The Value of Social Media for an Equine Business
• Building Your Social Media Presence
• Opportunity for an additional Hands-on Computer Session on Quick Books
(Date and location to be determined based on interest.)
Past program participants said that as a result of their participation, 80% would implement change to their current business
structure, 70% would change their insurance policy, 100%
would use the resource materials from the program and 90%
showed interest in follow up or advanced business management training. Pre-registration is required for materials and
meal planning purposes. The series is being held November 8,
13, 15 from 6:00-9:00 pm at the Paradee Center in Dover. The
cost for the 3 evening series is $60.00 and includes meals and
all resource materials. Register online at
http://www.udel.edu/005163 Please contact Susan Garey truehart@udel.edu (302)730-4000 or Tracy Wootten
wootten@udel.edu or (302) 236-0298 for questions or if you
have special needs in accessing this program. We hope you
can join us!
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4-H’ers Compete (Continuedf frompage 6)

Anna Piccolo
Mid-Atlantic Sales Representative
Proudly serving: NJ, PA, DE, MD, VA, NC & SC

Cell: 302.682.8618
AnnaHPiccolo@yahoo.com

HAYGAIN®

learning leadership, citizenship and lifeskills. Join the
revolution of responsibility! For more information on becoming a 4-H member or volunteer in Delaware please
contact your county extension office:
New Castle County: (302)831-8965
Kent County: (302)730-4000
Sussex County: (302)856-7303
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~ ~ ~ BONUS VIEWS ~ ~ ~
More folks caught on camera at

DEC Member Appreciation Day
Story on page 1

Barbara Dixon on Doodle
Curtis Childers

Riders from the Delmarva Chapter of the
American Mustang & Burro Association (AMBA)

SDTR Fall Horse Show
Story on page 4
George and Elizabeth Parris

Wendy Lippincott

Must-Haves for Your Equine 1st-Aid Kit

From left: Kevin on Ranger and Amelia on Patrick

Volunteers Lauren and Pat enjoy the show.

By Jeff Hall, DVM
Senior Equine Technical Services Veterinarian, Zoetis
It's the perfect day for a ride. But while unloading your
horse, he quickly steps back, lifting his head high to catch on
the bare metal of your horse trailer. The gash is deep. What
are your next steps?
Make sure you know the best plan of action to help minimize your horse’s risk in times of emergency.
Injuries such as cuts and bruises are common with a
horse’s natural curiosity and flight-or-fight response. Other
types of emergencies can include colic, choke, lameness
and illness. Considering such potential threats posed to your
horse, your knowledge of, and access to, a first-aid kit will
be crucial to help ensure his overall safety when away from
immediate veterinary service.
I recommend keeping a first-aid kit in not only your barn
but also your horse trailer, should you ever need quick access to supplies when traveling with your horse. Listed
below are key materials to keep stocked in your kit:
Thermometer • One Roll of Cotton • Gauze Pads • Brown
Gauze • Tefla™ Nonstick Pad • Adhesive Wrap • Diaper
Leg Wraps • White Tape • Duct Tape • Latex Gloves
Eye Saline Solution • Scissors • Triple Antibiotic Ointment
Stethoscope • Hoof Pick • Cold Pack • Antimicrobial Skin
& Wound Cleanser • Small Flashlight with Spare Batteries
Sharp Knife • Tweezers and Hemostat
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DEER SEASONS:
Archery: Statewide, 9/1 - 1/31
Hunters may use archery equipment during the muzzleloader,
shotgun and handgun seasons
provided they wear at least 400
square inches of hunter orange
material displayed on the head
chest, and back.
Crossbow: Statewide, 9/1 - 1/31
Hunters may use crossbow
equipment during the muzzleloader, shotgun and handgun
seasons provided they wear at
least 400 square inches of
hunter orange material displayed on the head, chest, and
back.
Muzzleloader: Statewide
10/5-14 and 1/28 - 2/3
Muzzleloaders and handguns
may be used during the shotgun
seasons and may be equipped
with scopes.
Shotgun: Statewide
11/9 - 18 and 1/19 - 27
Muzzleloaders may be
equipped with scopes.
Special Antlerless: Statewide
10/15, 19-22, 10/26, 29, 12/8-16
Legal methods of take during
these seasons include archery
equipment, muzzleloaders and
shotguns. You may only take
antlerless deer or deer with both
antlers less than 3 inches in
length. Archery (including
crossbow): Hunters may take
antlered bucks in October but
NOT during the December
antlerless season.
Handgun: 1/5, 7-12,
(Sunday Jan. 6 is not open to
handgun hunting.)
Youth / Non-ambulatory /
Disabled Hunt: 11/ 3 and 4
Hunters may use archery equipment, muzzeloaders, or shotguns. Additionally, non-ambulatory disabled adults may use a
handgun inlieu of a shotgun.
Only 2 antlered bucks may betaken during any license year by
all methods and seasons combined. The license year runs from
July 1 – June 30.
(Story starting on page 1)
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The New Reality: Microchipping Horses
By Elizabeth Barrett, DVM, MS, Dipl. ACVS *
Article from Horse Identification, Horse Industry News, Veterinary Practice
Working With a Veterinarian
It never crossed my mind to skip microchipping my cat
or dog. For me, identification was just a part of their routine health care.
Why, then, is it so much less instinctive to microchip our
equine companions? A horse is less likely to “run off,” but
there are many situations where having a way to positively
identify a horse would come in handy. The Fédération
Equestre Internationale (FEI) has been using microchips
for years to verify that horses entered in various high levels of sport are who the owners say they are. It was only a
matter of time before the United States Equestrian Federation (USEF) and other organizations followed suit.
Keeping track of points and wins helps keep horse sport fair, but microchips help
with much more than that. They are a way veterinarians can protect themselves during pre-purchase examinations to ensure they are doing the exam on the correct
horse, and they protect the potential buyer in the same way. Microchips can be used
to help solve disputes on horse ownership (if records are kept up to date) and to
identify horses that have fallen victim to abuse or hard times or, heaven forbid, been
stolen. Busy breeding sheds could use microchips to verify that the correct mare is
being bred to the correct stallion. The possibilities are endless for a tool that allows
people to distinguish between two gray horses, for example, that are identical besides their whorl patterns.
Beginning Dec. 1, 2017, horses that will be registered with USEF and will be competing in age, experience, or breed-restricted classes must be microchipped. In 2019
this will include all horses competing at USEF competitions. The Jockey Club has
also announced that it will require Thoroughbred foals of 2017 and later to be microchipped.
Inserting a microchip is a relatively simple procedure that’s innocuous for the
horse. The most important step for the veterinarian is making sure to use an approved 15-digit chip. Some horses require sedation or a local anesthetic block over
the insertion site, which is at the middle of the left side of the neck, just below the
mane, in the nuchal ligament. Most horses don’t need either of these safeguards and
stand quietly through the procedure for just a peppermint. The veterinarian must prep
the site sterilely (cleaned to the point they could perform surgery on it) and then insert a 14-gauge needle—the size of a small chopstick—under the skin and into the
ligament and inject the chip. The whole procedure usually takes less than 15 minutes.
Once the microchip is inserted, anyone with a microchip scanner can scan the
horse’s neck and retrieve the number. Currently, this number would be stored with
the clinic that inserted it, and the owner would be responsible for placing the number
with USEF or any other breed registries or organizations the horse is a part of. In the
future more registries will likely allow you to store your horse’s vaccination history or
any other useful medical information. (I can only imagine a world where whether
horses have been castrated or had reactions to penicillin or have recently had a
tetanus vaccination could be easily accessible, and how great that world would be!)
Microchips are impossible for a layperson to remove, and any attempts by a veterinarian to do so would leave a huge scar. They are inert, and most horses do not
have reactions to them, save some that might develop small localized swelling in the
few days after insertion. Overall, the benefits of microchipping far outweigh any risks.
* Elizabeth Barrett, DVM, MS, Dipl. ACVS is a member of the sport horse team at
Hagyard Equine Medical Institute, in Lexington, Kentucky. She focuses on lameness
and emergency care and is also a permitted FEI treating veterinarian.
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Moldy Hay for Horses: Causes and Avoidance
By Kentucky Equine Research Staff
Cultivating good-quality hay is no easy task and is dependent on cooperative weather for
optimal success. Hay farmers must keep a keen eye on plant growth, the moisture content
at harvest, and other baling considerations. Mold forms on hay because of excessive moisture, which is why it is so critical to harvest hay under the most conducive conditions and
then store it properly once baled.
Moisture content is a crucial measure when it comes to hay production. Once hay is cut in
the field, it needs to dry. Length of drying time varies based on geographical region and
weather. Humidity or rain will slow this process, leaving the crop vulnerable to mold and funExample of
gus. If hay is baled at 12-14% moisture or less, the likelihood of mold is reduced.
moldy hay
If a preservative is not used on cut hay, mold will grow if moisture concentration above
about 14%-15%. In addition to nutrient loss, mold growth produces heat. If moldy hay is stored in tight stacks or in areas
of poor ventilation, there is a risk for spontaneous combustion. For this reason, all hay should be stacked in well-ventilated
areas, with an alternating pattern that allows airflow between bales.
Common molds that grow on hay include Aspergillus, Fusarium, Penicillium, and Rhizopus, among others. Molds generate spores that can irritate respiratory tissues, contributing to recurrent airway obstruction (RAO), also known as heaves.
RAO can lead to impaired performance due to difficulty breathing. Special attention should be given to the hay being fed
to a horse who already suffers from RAO to avoid additional complications. Moldy hay can also cause colic.
Botulism is a concern for horses consuming hay, particularly large round bales. If animals or carcasses of small animals,
such as mice, are caught up in the bale during harvesting, they can infect the hay with Clostridium botulinum bacteria as
they decay. Contaminated hay can cause illness to the horse that consumes it. Symptoms of botulism in horses include
weakness, muscle tremors, inability to swallow, loss of muscle tone in the tail, paralysis, and incoordination. Horses left
untreated for or severely affected by botulism may die if the bacteria paralyze the respiratory system. Ask your vet about
the botulism vaccine if your horse consumes round bales.
Proper storage is a critical component of hay-feeding. “Hay should be stored in a dry, well-ventilated area off of the
ground,” advised Kathleen Crandell, Ph.D., a nutritionist with Kentucky Equine Research. “Avoid placing tarps tightly
around hay, which will prevent moisture from escaping. Don’t stack hay too high, and be sure to leave some space between each bale to allow for airflow.” These techniques will help minimize the risk of mold growth in hay.
Further, no matter which variety or cutting of hay you have in the barn, take the time to inspect it prior to feeding. Hay
may look perfectly fine on the outside, but it is possible for mold to be growing on the inside, according to Crandell.
While mold may be difficult to detect visually, an unusual odor usually accompanies mold growth. If hay is dusty or
smells musty, do not feed it. Any black or gray mold is a sure sign of spoiled hay and potential health risk to the horse.
Work with your hay supplier to replace unsuitable hay bales, and talk to your veterinarian about preventative measures for
maintaining the horse’s health.
Hay is a staple in the diets of many horses. For those horses that do not receive a commercial fortified concentrate with
their hay, owners should consider a vitamin and mineral supplement. “The use of a vitamin and mineral supplement or a
ration balancer to fill in the nutritional gaps formed by feeding only pasture or hay is an easy, though oft overlooked, management strategy that ensures optimal health,” said Crandell.

Laser Therapy for Tendon and Ligament Injuries in Horses
By Kentucky Equine Research Staff
Time consuming, frustrating, expensive, devastating. This smattering of synonyms serves only as a sampling of words
used to describe soft-tissue injuries in horses, often uttered through clenched teeth by owners and veterinarians alike.
“Tendons and ligaments can be injured with a single misstep, leading to a long road to recovery partnered with a high
rate of re-injury,” explained Laura Petroski-Rose, B.V.M.S., a veterinarian for Kentucky Equine Research.
The protracted convalescence frequently associated with tendon and ligament injuries stems from the healing process.
Instead of healing with normal tendon and ligament fibers arranged perfectly in rows, the horse’s body lays down bundles
of scar tissue instead. Scar tissue is much weaker than normal tendon and ligament fibers, making the horse prone to reinjury despite extensive layups and prolonged treatment periods following the original injury.
According to a recent study*, many treatment approaches have been tested with varying results, which explains “the
continuous quest for new avenues to treat tendinopathy in horses.”
Examples of those treatment options include:
• Local or systemic administration of anti-inflammatory drugs • Corticosteroid administration into the injured tissue
• Administration of polysulfated glycosaminoglycans (PSGAGs
(Continued on page 15)
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Please support our Commercial Members
FARMS
• Blue Diamond Equestrian Center
stephenbrianne@ymail.com
• Curtis ChildersShow Horses 217-299-8245
• Dusty Chaps Farm www.dustychapsfarm.com
302-632-9733
• Feather Lee Acres www.FeatherLeeAcres.net
302-542-7063
• Happy View Farm - Ann Hobbs
hobbsnoon@hotmail.com
• Healing Hearts Stables
healingdeartsstables@gmail.com
• Lone Star Stables
www.facebook.com/lonestargeorgetown
302-858-2687
• Royal Acres Haflingers 302-422-3454
• Track View Farm 302-233-0800, 302-535-7850
• Tir-Na-Nog Stables 302-270-7840

FARM SUPPLY
• B & W Farm Supply www.bwfarmsupply.com
302-398-3059
• Bryan & Brittingham 302-846-9500
• Burke Equipment www.burkeequipment.com
302-284-0123
• Chick’s Farm & Feed 302-270-4432
• Chick’s Saddlery & Western Wear
www.chicksaddlery.com 302-398-4630
• Currey Farms www.curreyfarms.net 302-542-4793
• Haygain/Mid Atlantic Sales - Anna Piccolo
annahpiccolo@yahoo.com
www.annapiccolodesigns.com
• Hudson Farm Supply 302-398-3654
• Kay’s Feed and Supplies 302-875-5293
• Gambler’s Choice Equestrian Center
www.gcequestrian.com 302-632-9777
• Ramsey’s Farm - Commercial Hay Supplier
302-540-4680, www.ramseysfarm.com
• Steward Farms 302-284-0514
• Southern States Middletown 302-378-9841

SERVICES
• Courageous Hearts Equine Assisted
Psychotherapy & Learning Center
courageoushearts1@rocketmail.com
• Dan Watson Welding, LLC 302-698-9507
• EnG Services 302-858-6206
• Happy Horses Happy People
jerry.daub@bemermail.com
www.jerrydaub.bemergroup.com
• Hendricks & Son 302-398-3215
• Ijule www.facebook.com/ijule.net 302-684-2652

Scan this code to go to
the DEC website

• MTK Hosting & Support www.mtksupport.com
302-398-4018
• Riding by Design www.ridingbydesign.com
302-535-9759
• The Reiki Experience at Millsboro, Delaware
sweet2ness31@gamil.com
• Two Old Mares Blanket Service 302-856-3189

VETERINARY
•
•
•
•

All Creatures Veterinary 302-258-8160
Dr. Christopher Baldt Chiropractor 302-945-4575
Cokesbury Veterinary Service 302-947-4991
Delmarva Equine Clinic
www.delmarva-equine.com, 302-735-4735

REPORT lost, loose, neglected, or abused horses to
Delaware Department of Agriculture
302-698-4500 or 302-698-4561
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• Platelet-rich plasma • Autologous conditioned serum • Stem cell therapy
• Surgery (e.g., tendon-splitting, proximal check ligament desmotomy) • Shockwave therapy
On a quest to find a better treatment option, Petroski-Rose and colleagues examined the effect of
lasers on soft-tissue injuries. The group postulated that laser therapy would be safe and effective for
helping soft-tissue injuries heal.
Why lasers?
Various studies show that laser therapy increases the production of collagen, a key component of
soft tissues; improves the alignment of collagen fibers; and increases the strength of tendons. In addition, pro-inflammatory mediators reportedly decrease with laser therapy,” summarized Petroski-Rose.
The researchers note that, although in its infancy, the laser study results were, “encouraging enough to justify a program of prospective studies and controlled experimental studies that can help in obtaining more insight into the biophysical effects of high-power laser therapy on tendon and ligament healing.”
“Owners should always discuss the best treatment options with their veterinarian, including the use of glucosamine and
chondroitin sulfate products that support musculoskeletal health and omega-3 fatty acids with natural anti-inflammatory
effects.”

