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Changing Fates
Equine Rescue
Looking to
Construct New Barn
By Robin Weinkam
Changing Fates Equine
Rescue of Delaware (CFERD)
has been presented with an
amazing opportunity. We submitted a grant request to Longwood Foundation in February
2017 and were recently notified that we have received approval for $100,000.00
towards the construction of our
new barn. The cost of the
barn will be approximately
$160,000, hence we have
been challenged to raise the
additional $60,000 to set the
wheels in motion. This is
where we need your help!
CFERD is located in Laurel,
DE, and has been serving the
community and entire peninsula for over 10 years. Our
largest and most successful
program is our Adoption Program. We bring horses in from
several different sources such
as SPCA seizures from neglectful and abusive owners, as
(Continued on page 7)
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First
Annual
Karen J.
Kershaw
Memorial
Ride
By Madeline
Moses
Three weeks prior to Karen Kershaw's passing,
I asked her for permission to organize a trail ride in
her honor on or near her birthday. I wanted to
charge a nominal fee and donate the proceeds to
her favorite animal charities. She was humbled by
the suggestion, but she was delighted to agree.
Karen decided that she wanted the proceeds split
equally between Changing Fates Equine Rescue
of Delaware and First State Animal Center/SPCA in
Camden, DE. (Continued on page 5)
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Notes from Your Editor
Notes From The Editor:
Show season is in full swing.
Help spread the word of your
shows and clinics. Please email
your organization’s events to
info@delawareequinecouncil.org
to be included on the Delaware
Equine Council’s website and in
the newsletter.
Newsletters are released six
times a year and are a great way
to let the community know what your organization is up to
whether it is a horse show, clinic, fund raising, or a pleasure
drive or ride.
Wendy Lippincott, Editor
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President’s Message
Annual elections for officers and board
members are just around the corner.
I have enjoyed the challenge of being
President for the past 10 years. However, I believe it's
time to have new leadership with new guidance to move
DEC forward.
Please consider holding an office or attending the
meetings to let your ideas be presented.
Stan Vonasek, DEC President

2017 Delaware Equine Council Officers:
President, Stan Vonasek . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 302-684-3966
Vice President, Ken Horeis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 302-270-2648
Secretary, Pam Nebel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 240-994-2220
Treasurer, Tami Stevens . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 815-252-8367

2017 Delaware Equine Council Directors:
Dr. Christina Dayton . 302-258-8160
Wendy Lippincott . . . 302-632-9733
George Parris . . . . . . 302-846-2189
Julie Warrington . . . . 302-423-7393
Cynthia Vollmer. . . . . 302-519-2034

Summer Fun!
Below left: A good group gathered for summer fun
during Day Camp at Dusty Chaps Farm June 19-23.
Below right: Campers enjoyed making horse treats with
apple slices rolled in honey, then in oats.

. .allcreaturesvetde@gmail.com
. . . . .info@dustychapsfarm.com
. . . . . . . .gigiparris@verizon.net
. . .warrington_girls@yahoo.com
. . .cyn.vollmer2010@gmail.com
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DEC LOOKING TO FILL BOARD OF DIRECTORS
POSITIONS IN NOVEMBER 2017
President - 2 year term • Treasurer - 2 year term
Director - 3 year term • Director - 3 year term • Director - 1 year term
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Duties of Officers and Directors
(as stated in DEC By-Laws)
SECTION 1. Duties of the President: It shall be his/her
duty to preside at the regular and special meetings of the
council. The President shall appoint all committee chairpersons, appoint the nominating committee and perform
all such duties as prescribed by the current edition of
Robert’s Rules of Order, the parliamentary authority
adopted by this Council. The President and/or the Treasurer and/or one other designated officer shall co-sign on
all checks.
SECTION 2. Duties of the Vice President: Shall preside at
meetings in the absence of the President. He/she shall
advise and assist the President in the decision making
process for various issues, and shall perform all such
duties as prescribed by the current edition of Robert’s
Rules of Order.
SECTION 3. Duties of the Secretary: Shall keep accurate
up-to-date record of all business of the Council. Shall
record and transcribe minutes at monthly meetings. The
Secretary shall also be responsible to have with them at
all the meetings communications as the Council may receive and to read same at the regular meeting. The Secretary shall also be responsible for answering and writing
communications as may be required from time to time.
The Secretary shall be responsible in the event he/she
may not be able to attend a meeting to make the books
available so the Council business may be transacted.
SECTION 4. Duties of the Treasurer: Shall be to disburse

and receive all monies and to keep accurate records of
the same. He/she will provide up to date financial status
at the monthly meetings.
Sub A. A check drawn on the treasury, properly
signed by the President and/or the Treasurer
and/or the other authorized signatory shall be required for any and all disbursements of monies.
Sub B. An annual internal audit of the finances shall
be conducted by an ad-hoc committee one month
prior to new officers taking office.
SECTION 5. Duties of the Directors: Shall be to advise on
all operations of the Council and settle any questions or
questionable practices. Directors are expected to help
coordinate activities such as; but not limited to the Directory, Scholarship Dinner, DE. Horse Expo clinician(s),
Newsletter, Fair Booth, etc., and may be requested to fill
assorted responsibilities as set forth by the President or
in the Standing Rules.
If you are interested in joining the Delaware Equine
Council Board of Directors this fall, please contact one of
following nominating committee representatives Pam
Nebel (text or call 240-994-2220) or Wendy Lippincott (text
or call 302-632-9733) to let them know. Elections will be
held on November 20 at DEC's monthly meeting at the
Harrington Fire House conference room beginning at 7:00
p.m.
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Prevent All Soring Tactics Act
By The American Horse Council
Soring is an abusive practice used by some to train TenThe bill would create a new licensing process for horse
nessee Walking Horses, Spotted Saddle Horses, and
show inspectors, eliminating the current often criticized
Racking Horses. It usually involves the use of action dedesignated qualified persons (DQPs) program. The bill
vices, chemicals, pads, wedges or other practices to cause
would require the U.S. Department of Agriculture to train,
pain in the horse’s forelegs and produce an accentuated
license and appoint new independent inspectors for shows
show gait for competition. Despite the existence of a fedand other HPA-regulated activities that wish to hire an ineral ban on soring for over forty years, this cruel practice
spector. Licensed or accredited veterinarians would be
continues in some segments of the walking horse industry.
given preference for these positions. The decision to hire
On March 30, 2017, Representatives Ted Yoho (R-FL)
and the cost of an inspector would still reside with the
and Kurt Schrader (D-OR) re- introduced the Prevent All
management of a show, sale or auction.
Soring Tactics Act of 2015 (HR 1847) (PAST act) in the
The bill has been referred to the House Commerce
House of Representatives. The bill is intended to
Committee and currently has 335 cosponsors. Various efstrengthen the Horse Protection Act (HPA) and prevent the
forts have been made since enactment of the HPA forty
soring of Tennessee Walking Horses, Racking Horses, and
years ago to stop the soring of horses, and they have not
Spotted Saddle Horses. The bill is identical to the bill introworked. This bill is focused on the problem it is intended to
duced last Congress and is supported by the American
solve and does not adversely affect other segments of the
Horse Council and most national horse show organizashow industry that are not soring horses and have no histions.
tory of soring horses.
The PAST act would amend the HPA to prohibit a TenThe AHC supports the bill and urges all members of the
nessee Walking Horse, a Racking Horse, or a Spotted
horse industry to contact their Representatives and ask
Saddle Horse from being shown, exhibited, or auctioned
them to support the bill and become a co-sponsor.
with an “action device,” or “a weighted shoe, pad, wedge,
Representative Scott DesJarlais (R-TN) has reintrohoof band or other device or material” if it is constructed to
duced the Horse Protection Amendments Act (H.R. 1338).
artificially alter the gait of the horse and is not strictly proThis is the exact same bill DesJarlais introduced last year
tective or therapeutic. These new prohibitions would not
to amend the Horse Protection Act (HPA). The bill would
apply to other breeds that do not have a history of soring.
create a single Horse Industry Organization (HIO) that
The legislation would also increase fines and penalties
would be responsible for enforcement of the HPA. This bill
for violations, including the potential for a lifetime ban for
is opposed by the AHC.
repeat offenders.

When Is It Too Hot To Ride? From Michigan Horse Council and www.CampCorrals.com
If you are hot, your horse is hotter - Horses overheat 10 times faster than humans.

• It only takes about 17 minutes of moderate intensity
exercise in hot and humid weather for your horse to
overheat.
• Beware of Humidity! Moist air mixed with high temperatures can be dangerous since it will slow the rate at
which sweat evaporates. This will make it much more
difficult for your horse to cool itself.
• Temperature + Humidity: Ad the temperature with humidity, and that numbler will tell you if it is too hot for
your horse. If the total is 130 or more, there is serious
risk of overheating your horse,
For example 80º 50% Humidity = 130
Below 130 - Good to go. Your horse can cool himself
properly, assuming adequate hydration.
13- - 170 - Caution! Your horse’s ability to cool himself
is only partially functioning.
170 or above - Stop! - Your horse’s ability to cool himself is seriously hindered. Extra cooling procedures
should be used.

• It can be very serious if a horse’s body temperature
rises from the normal 100º to 105º.
• Horses suffering from excessive heat stress can experience hypertension, colic and renal failure.
• Working muscles can reach temperatures at nearly
110º, which is the temperature at which muscle proteins begin to cook.
• Horses can sweat up to 15-20 liters per hour in
cool/dry conditions and up to 30 in hot/humid conditions.
• Only 25-30% of the sweat your horse produces is effective in cooling them, as opposed to 50% in humans.
• The salt in a horse’s sweat is 4 times more concentrated than in humans. So they lose more salt when
they sweat. That will need to be replaced.
• The best way to cool your horse is to rinse them in
cool water, scrape off excess water and repeat. You
can lower your horse’s temperature by 2º every 10
minutes by using this method.
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Calendar of Events
July 2017:
Sunday, July 2: Gambler’s Choice Equestrian Center Fun Show.
9 am. Dover, DE. Contact Kim 302-632-9777.
Tuesday, July 4: Happy Independence Day!
Thursday, July 6: Arabian Horse Association of Delmarva
Meeting First Thursday of each month. Contact: Resi Wolfe
302-856-6048
Saturday, July 8: Delmarva Driving Club Pleasure Show. 9 am
Denton MD. http://delmarvadrivingclub.com
Tuesday, July 11: EAAHSC (Eastern Amateur Arabian Horse
Show Circuit) Meeting, 2nd Tuesdays of each month. Contact: Laura 302-424-1828
Saturday, July 16: Canter for the Cause – Pimlico Race Course.
http://bit.ly/CanterForTheCause
Monday, July 17: Delaware Equine Council meets the 3rd Monday of each month at 7:00 pm except June and December.
Contact Stan 302-684-3966
Wednesday, July 19: Tuckahoe Equestrian Center meets the
3rd Wednesday of the following months: Jan, Mar, May, July,
Sept. Nov. and Dec at 7:00 pm. Contact Joyce Bell 410-8206002 for location.
Thursday, July 20 – Saturday, July 29: Delaware State Fair.,
Rt 13. Harrington, Delaware.
Thursday, July 20: Painted Pony PRCA Rodeo at the Delaware
State Fair 7pm. www.delawarestatefair.com
Monday, July 24: American Mustang/Burro Association
Delmarva Chapter meets at 6 pm the 4th Monday of each
month, except December. Contact: Debbie at 302-653-7005
August 2017:
Thursday, August 3: Arabian Horse Association of Delmarva
Meeting First Thursday of each month. Contact: Resi Wolfe
302-856-6048
Tuesday, August 8: EAAHSC ( Eastern Amateur Arabian Horse
Show Circuit) Meeting, 2nd Tuesdays of each month. Contact Laura 302-424-1828
Monday, August 21: Delaware Equine Council meets the 3rd
Monday of each month at 7:00 pm except June and December. Contact Stan 302-684-3966

 Next DEC Meetings 
No June meeting • Monday, July 17 • Monday, Aug. 21
7 p.m. - Harrington Fire Company Conference Room
20 Clark Street • Harrington, DE 19952
Join us and bring a friend!

Memorial Ride

(Continued from page 1)
Karen was born on June 3, 1953. Therefore, the First Annual Karen J. Kershaw Memorial Ride was held on June 4,
2017, at Redden State Forest Headquarters. Forty-two riders
and thirteen walkers headed out on the trails at 11 am, rode
for a couple of hours then met back at the pavilion for lunch
at 1:00 p.m. Birthday cake was served following lunch. The
weather was beautiful, and Karen's memory was alive and
well. We collected $550 to be divided between the two charities. What a wonderful response to this event! Many thanks
to all who participated.
We hope to see everyone again in 2018. We will post a
new date on Facebook next spring. All are welcome to join
us in remembeering Karen and supporting these dedicated
charities.
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DEC Committees: Do you support the mission of the
Delaware Equine Council? If so, become involved with a
committee. The committee chairs are as follows:
Stan Vonacek - DECF Scholarships
Ken Horeis - Industry Directory
Wayne Nebel - Public Relations
Pam Nebel - Membership
Wendy Lippincott - Newsletter Editor
Julie Warrington - Fundraising

REPORT

lost, loose, neglected, or abused horses to
Delaware Department of Agriculture
302-698-4500 or 302-698-4561

Tuesday, September 19, 2007
12 Noon • Harrington raceway, Harrington, DE
STANDARDBRED

✪ Yearlings
✪ Broodmares
✪ Race Horses
consign
horses by

August 25
to be in Sale Catalog
SEPTember 8
to be in

supplement

Supplement horses sold
in the order received
after the last horse in the catalog.

Auction of Consigned
Tack, Jog Carts and Race Bikes
After the Horse Sale

Our Lower Costs Boost Your Profits:

✪

Low Catalog Fee

✪

Buy Back Fees (per horse)

✪

$150 Per Horse
$150 -up to $5,000
$ 300 - over $5,000
Commissions (per horse)
Up to $10,000:
10% of Purchase Price
Over $10,000:
$1000 plus 5% of Any
Amount Over $10,000

FOR 302-398-4630 office
SALE 302-398-3920 fax
INFO: fcsale@chicksaddlery.com

Download Consignment Form at www.chicksaddlery.com
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Horse Protection Amendments Act
By The American Horse Council
The bill would establish a single HIO that would be responsible for licensing DQPs. The new HIO would be governed by a board consisting of two individuals appointed
by the Commissioner of Agriculture of Tennessee and two
individuals appointed by the Commissioner of Agriculture
of Kentucky. These four board members would in turn appoint two representatives from the walking horse industry
in consultation with the Walking Horse Trainers Association. These six board members would then appoint three
additional board members.
The bill would direct the new HIO to use “objective, science-based inspection protocols” that: (A) have been the
subject of testing and are capable of producing scientifically reliable, reproducible results; (B) have been subjected to peer review; and (C) have received acceptance in
the veterinary or other applicable scientific community.”
The bill would also require the new HIO to issue policies
requiring any person licensed with the HIO or an immediate member of such person to be free from conflicts of interest or any association with the industry.
Ninety (90) days after establishment of the new HIO the
certification of all existing HIOs would be revoked.
The AHC believes the DesJarlais bill would not effectively address the continued problem of soring in the Tennessee Walking Horse, Racking Horse, or Spotted Saddle
Horse industries for the following reasons:
• Unlike the PAST Act, which prohibits action devices,
chains, weighted shoes, and pads on the three named
breeds, the Blackburn bill does not address action devices, weighted shoes, pads, wedges, hoof bands or
other devices that are constructed to artificially alter
the gait of Tennessee Walking Horses, Racking
Horses, or Spotted Saddle Horses. Such devices are
an integral part of soring and facilitate the practice in
the “big lick” or performance horse segments of the
walking horse industry, usually in conjunction with
chemical irritants or substances.
The American Association Equine Practitioners
(AAEP) and the American Veterinarian Medical Association (AVMA) have both called for a ban on the use
of action devices and pads or performance packages
on Walking Horses because of the role such devices

MILLER’S FEED & HAY
Cedartree
Percherons
WILLIAM RAY MILLER, JR.
6702 Westville Rd.
Hartly, DE 19953

Leave Message
(302) 698-1690

play in the soring process.
• The bill does not increase fines and penalties for soring, which are currently inadequate and fail to discourage or prevent repeat offenders from continuing to
sore horses.
• The bill does not prohibit the actual soring of horses
and leaves in place only the current prohibition on the
showing, transport and sale of sore horses.
• Despite the failure of the current HIO system, the bill
would establish by statute the single new HIO of nine
individuals that largely retains the current walking
horse industry self-policing structure. It would also require the dissolution of all existing HIOs some of which
currently prohibit action devices and pads at their
shows.
• Furthermore, the USDA currently has the authority to
decertify HIOs that are not adequately enforcing the
HPA. Under this bill it does not appear USDA would
have any recourse if the newly established HIO was
failing to enforce the HPA or anyway to remove any of
the governing board.
The bill has 9 co-sponsors; Chuck Fleischmann (R-TN),
John Duncan (R-TN), Marsh Blackburn (R-TN), Hal
Rogers (R-KY), Diane Black (R-TN), Andy Barr (R-KY),
David Roe(R-TN), James Comer (R-KY) and Bret Guthrie
(R-KY).
The bill has been referred to the House Committee on
Energy and Commerce.
AHC Position - The AHC opposes the DesJarlais bill because it would not reduce the prevalence of soring in the
Tennessee Walking Horse, Spotted Saddle Horse, and
Racking Horse industry and does not address most of the
issues raised in a USDA Office of Inspector General Report on the HPA enforcement program. In fact it could exacerbate the situation by placing responsibility for
enforcement of the HPA more firmly in the hands of a walking horse-controlled HIO. The AHC continues to support
the Prevent All Soring Tactics Act (PAST Act) that would
strengthen the HPA and prevent the soring of Tennessee
Walking Horses, Spotted Saddle Horses, and Racking
Horses.
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Changing Fates Hopes for New Barn
(Continued from page 1)
well as owner turn-overs/surrenders. We have also purchased several
horses from kill buyers, including an off-track Thoroughbred. If we had not
stepped up and purchased the horses, they would have been bound for
Canada or Mexico to be slaughtered and shipped overseas for human consumption. It is a tragic end for many horses. We take in these unwanted
horses and bring them back to health (if needed) and train them for their
new forever homes. All adopters sign a contract when adopting, and if, for
any reason, our adopter cannot keep the horse they adopt, the horse must
be returned to us.
We currently have a large volunteer program. Every Saturday morning
we have volunteers come out to the rescue where they learn what is involved with caring for the horses as well as getting personal hands-on experience with the horses. This program works very well for children that
cannot afford a horse of their own, but have a great love for these beautiful
animals. It is also a benefit to the horses by exposing them to a variety of
interaction while they wait for their new homes.
Our need to build the barn is based on the fact that we would be able to
house more horses from kill buyers. Most horses coming from kill buyers
Above: John Whaley, Jr. working on
are in need of rehabilitation. They are normally in poor health and need to
Dallas’s hoofs
be able to come inside out of the weather. Also, it will make it possible to
regulate the feed and water intake. Currently, we have several horses in
each pasture with run-in sheds. It is not possible to regulate the feed and
water intake with several drinking and eating together. The barn would
allow us the ability to purchase horses in any condition because we would
have the capability to properly care for them. Some horses become sanctuary horses. That means they will stay with us forever. Currently, we have
five sanctuary horses. Since we do not have a barn, we are paying to
board at a local boarding facility. This causes a financial burden on the rescue. With the grant, we could bring these horses back to the rescue facility
and save the money for other necessities. We would also be able to purchase more slaughter bound horses
We hold several annual events at the farm. Most recently, we participated in a nationwide event in conjunction with the ASPCA’s Help a Horse
Day. You can find more pictures at www.delawareequinecouncil.org. Just
click on Members Photos. Check our website
www.changingfatesequine.org or follow us on Facebook for future events.
Please help us reach our goal of $60,000
so that we may get the wheels in motion for
construction of a barn for our farm. No donation is too small. We will appreciate any
help you can provide. If you have any questions, we can be reached at 302-339-5065.

SAVE THE DATE!
We are currently organizing a ride at
the
Pizzadili Winery in Felton,
Delaware
on October 8, 2017.
More information will follow.

Riding in the Trailer...What it's Really Like!
By Lee McLean, Keystone Equine
We see a lot of information on trailer loading, but judging by how the
parents were pulling in to the parking lot for a 4H clinic I was teaching,
I got to wondering if there shouldn’t be a discussion on how to haul.
The dust was flying; trailers were rattling, and you could hear horses
scrambling as they pulled up. Clearly, this called for drastic measures!
Despite reading and being told, there’s nothing like “learning to do
by doing” – and pulling a trailer is no exception. Before getting underway, I suggested they all tie their horses someplace safe before climbing in my trailer for a free ride. The arena was on a quiet country
road, and the locale made it possible for us to have a short, albeit illegal, journey. I asked the parents to stand in the slant haul without
hanging on, just bracing themselves to take whatever came their way.
Easy, right?
When we pulled back into the yard, they were horrified! First, the
(Continued on page 9)
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Racing Medication Bill Introduced
By The American Horse Council
May 25, 2017: The Horseracing Integrity Act of 2017
(H.R. 2651) was introduced by Representatives Andy Barr
(R-KY) and Paul Tonko (D-NY). The bill would create a
new Horseracing Anti-Doping and Medication Authority
and uniform racing medication rules. Representatives Barr
and Tonko had previously introduced a racing medication
bill that only applied to Thoroughbred horseracing. The recently introduced bill, while similar to the previous bill, has
several key differences. Most notably the new bill would
apply to Quarter Horse and Standardbred races as well,
not only Thoroughbred races and prohibits the use of any
substance within 24 hours of a race.
The AHC is continuing to review the bill to determine its
impact on the horse racing industry and taken has no position on this legislation.
Bill Summary:
In general, the bill would:
* Authorize the creation of the Horseracing Anti-Doping
and Medication Authority, or Authority. The board of the
Authority will be composed of thirteen members, including the chief operating officer of U.S Anti-Doping
Agency (USADA), six individuals representing USADA,
and six individuals appointed by USADA from various
the sectors of the horseracing industry. The Authority
would operate nominally under the Federal Trade
Commission.

* The Authority will have responsibility for developing
and administering an anti-doping and medication control program for covered horses, covered persons and
covered horse races. In general the Authority shall exercise authority over all Thoroughbred, Quarter Horse
and Standardbred horseracing anti-doping and medication control matters.
* The Authority will be required to create a uniform set of
anti-doping and medication control rules, including lists
of permitted and prohibited substances.
* The Authority will also be required to promulgate uniform rules for imposing sanctions for rule violations.
* The bill will also establish several standing technical
committees to assist the Authority.
* The Authority, the medication program, and enforcement activities will be funded by an assessment placed
on states.
* The bill prohibits the use of any substance or medication within 24 hours of a race.
* The bill does not amend the Interstate Horseracing Act
of 1978
The bill has been referred to the House Committee on
Energy and Commerce.
The AHC is continuing to analyze the details of the bill
and will follow up with additional information.

H-2B Cap Relief to Be Part of Spending Bill
By The American Horse Council
Congress has reached a tentative agreement on a bill to
fund the federal government through September 30, 2017.
Importantly, the bill contains limited H-2B cap relief and
other H-2B provisions beneficial to users of the program
like the horse industry.
The H-2B program is used by members of the horse industry, principally horse trainers and owners who cannot
find American workers to fill semi-skilled jobs at racetracks,
horse shows, fairs and in similar non-agricultural activities.
The cap for H-2B visas for the first half of the fiscal year
was reached on January 10th. For many employers that
means no H-2B workers will be available if they are
needed in 2017. This could cause many horse employers
to struggle to find enough workers and force many to reduce their operations.
The bill provides the Secretary of Homeland Security
with the authority to raise the H-2B cap when he determines that there is an economic need. However, it limits
the total number of H-2B workers that may enter the U.S.
during fiscal 2017 to 129,547, up from the current cap of
66,000. It should be noted, even if the bill passes it will still

be up to the Secretary of Homeland Security and the Administration to use this authority.
The American Horse Council and horse industry have
been urging Congress to provide immediate H-2B cap relief and supports the inclusion of this provision in the
spending deal.
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Trailer... (Continued from page 7)
trailer, while a good make and recent model, was dusty on
the gravel when the windows were open; it was also surprisingly noisy. They could hardly talk amongst each other,
let alone think. When I accelerated, they were thrown
backwards. Braking had them hitting the front dividers.
Then, I purposefully braked while negotiating a curve.
Chaos – and all the while, I’d not exceeded 50 kilometres
(or 30 miles) per hour!
Back at the arena, I had the parents climb into one of
their own stock trailers. This was worse because it was
windy, rattly and a bit rank, as it hadn’t been cleaned out in
eons. The fumes of the built up manure gave them watery
eyes. In the roomy stock trailer, whenever they lost their
balance, they staggered in a pile on top of themselves.
Clearly, there was more to this hauling than they’d bargained on. We agreed the miracle is that so many horses
load willingly when their owners have so little regard for
what hauling entails.
So, where to begin? First, make sure the tail isn’t wagging the dog. Being able to accelerate with a full load
doesn’t mean that your truck will be able to stop you!
Reckoning the weight of the trailer must also include the
maximum number of horses, along with all that you’ve got
in your tack room. With so many highways allowing
speeds in excess of 110 kilometres (about 70 miles) per
hour, you'll need to keep a lot of room in front to stay out of
trouble. Are your mirrors adequate to see around your ve-
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hicle with a minimum of blind spots? Do you even know
where your blind spots are? Have you adjusted your trailer
brakes to help stop your load? Do you perform a visual inspection of running lights, brake lights, turning signals and
emergency flashers before you hit the highway? Have you
made sure your trailer is towing level from front to back?
When was your trailer last booked in for maintenance of
the wiring, floorboards, tire wear and bearings checks? Do
you shovel your trailer out after every single haul?
Now, practice pulling the unit with a handful of change
thrown on the truck dash. You should be able to accelerate, turn and slow down to a stop without the coins sliding
around. Deceleration is made smoother with the truck engine helping to brake the load, either with the transmission
set to tow/haul, or by manually shifting (yes, even an automatic) down to reduce the forward momentum. This takes
practice and knowing your vehicle. Slow down before and
not during turns; wait until your trailer has made the turn
before smoothly speeding up. If your horses are scrambling, if you feel them moving around back there, you’re
being too abrupt. Letting the greater pressure off the brake
pedal a snick after you’ve stopped will absorb much of the
force of stopping.
Learn how to back your trailer! When I was a teenager,
so keen to haul myself to shows, my father forbade me to
go on my own until I could prove that I could handle it. This
(Continued on page 11)
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31283 Old Cabin Rd. • Laurel, DE 19956 • 302-339-5065

www.changingfatesequine.org • Join us on Facebook!

Thanks to
• MorningAgClips.com for publishing articles in your morning ag clips — Delmarva Edition. Subscribe now.
• Steve Shirey of Site One for hosting our web page . . . www.delawareequinecouncil.org.
• Doug Kerr for maintaining our website • Chick Saddlery & Western Wear for the layout and printing of our newsletter.
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Please support our Commercial Members
FARMS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Adandy Farms www.adandyfarm.com 302-349-5116
Apex Arabians Stables www.apexstables.com
Curtis ChildersShow Horses 217-299-8245
DECA Farms, LLC 302-684-8625
Deer Antler Farm www.deerantlerequestrian.com
302-659-1366
Dovington Training Center www.dovington.com
302-242-2966
Dusty Chaps Farm www.dustychapsfarm.com
302-632-9733
Flying A Riding Academy www.flyingariding.com
302-422-7571
Gambler’s Choice Equestrian Center
www.gcequestrian.com 302-632-9777
Lone Star Stables
www.facebook.com/lonestargeorgetown
302-858-2687
Royal Acres Haflingers 302-422-3454
Track View Farm 302-233-0800, 302-535-7850
Tir-Na-Nog Stables 302-270-7840
Valour Farms www.valour-farms.com 302-659-4066
Zenith Farms www.zenithfarms.com

FARM SUPPLY
• B & W Farm Supply www.bwfarmsupply.com
302-398-3059
• Bryan & Brittingham 302-846-9500
• Burke Equipment www.burkeequipment.com
302-284-0123
• Chick’s Farm & Feed 302-270-4432
• Chick’s Saddlery & Western Wear
www.chicksaddlery.com 302-398-4630
• Currey Farms www.curreyfarms.net 302-542-4793
• Del-Ridge Farms, Inc. 302-349-5184
• Delwood Trailer Sales www.delwoodtrailers.com
302-697-1345
• Hudson Farm Supply 302-398-3654
• Kay’s Feed and Supplies 302-875-5293
• Miller’s Feed & Hay 302-698-1690
• Oak Crest Construction oakcrestconst.sl@gmail.com
• Steward Farms 302-284-0514
• Southern States Middletown 302-378-9841
• Turf Equipment and Supply Company
866-641-8686
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SERVICES
• Dan Watson Welding, LLC 302-698-9507
• Delaware Standardbred Owners Association
www.dsoaonline.com 3002-678-3058
• Farm Family Insurance www.farmfamily.com
302-697-1800
• First State Shooters 302-349-4082
• Harrington Raceway, Inc.
www.harringtonraceway.com 302-398-5933
• Hendricks & Son 302-398-3215
• Ijule www.facebook.com/ijule.net 302-684-2652
• Laurel Saddle Friends 302-841-2063
• Maelezo Stud www.maezelostud.com 301-828-8927
• Mid-Atlantic Farm Credit www.maelezostud.com
800-573-3028
• MTK Hosting & Support www.mtksupport.com
302-398-4018
• Oasis Consulting Group
302-528-6206
• Riding by Design www.ridingbydesign.com
302-535-9759
• Roy A Smith Farrier Service 631-764-0240
• Saddle Work Done the Cowboy Way 410-703-7880
• The Essential Touch 443-994-6695
• Tuckahoe Equestrian Center 410-253-0161
• Two Old Mares Blanket Service 302-856-3189
• Unpuzzled Horsemanship 443-944-3508
• Wicomico Hunt Club www.wicomicohunt.com
302-362-3806

VETERINARY
• All Creatures Veterinary 302-258-8160
• Cokesbury Veterinary Service 302-947-4991
• Delmarva Equine Clinic www.delmarca-equine.com
302-735-4735

Trailer...

(Continued from page 9)
meant being able to back into any place that I could pull into
(and yes, you can back into a lot of places you can’t make a
forward turn). It always surprises me, the number of people
hauling to weekend shows who need help parking their trailers.
Looking back, I’ve never had a horse that was hard to
load. I’ve bought a few that came that way, but with love
and rules, along with good riding, they very quickly got better. I like to think that keeping my trailer clean and my driving mindful have had a lot to do with this. Here’s to a long,
safe summer for all of us - with only nice, smooth trips!

