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DEC Member, Jennifer Wilson Goes Big with Self-Published Book
In the spring of 2015, Facebook lit up with the story of the
twin Arabian colts born to Jennifer Wilson’s mare. The
twins were a complete surprise to all involved including the
veterinarian caring for all of Jennifer’s horses. The tale
Jennifer tells in her book is a true tale of the ups and
downs of such an amazing adventure of the “BOGO” colts
– Buy One, Get One.
A pre-launch book party was held on May 6th at Apex
Arabians to celebrate the publication prior to Amazon launching
the book on their website. Approximately 40 people attended from the
region to
visit the
colts who
are now
yearlings,
speak with the
trainers, and
get autographed copies
of the books.

Not everyone can sit down and tell such a tale of survival
against incredible odds, much less pen a story and selfpublish within months. A big congratulations goes out to
Jennifer for the publication of her book. Follow the colts’
story on https://www.facebook.com/bogocolts. “A Heart
Full of Hope” can be purchased on Amazon.com.

~ Saving One Equine at a Time ~
Like many of us, DEC member, Toni
Sewell has a soft spot in her heart for animals, especially equines. When most of us
think of equines, we think of horses and
ponies. Toniʼs mind and heart embrace much
more of the equine world.
In early May of this year, Toni set out to
save a donkey. Her experience with donkeys
through the years has been positive and especially loving. She already owns one.
There was a group of donkeys being prepared to be loaded into a trailer for shipment
to slaughter from a feed lot in North Carolina.
Through a rescue, Toni learned of this young
donkey needing a helping hand. Not having
a PayPal account set up ahead of time, Toni
scrambled to set one up to pay her portion of
the fees to save this donkey from certain
death.
On May 5, Toni received her new and
scared
donkey friend who she promptly
Toni and Jet
named “Jet.” Jet had clearly been neglected.
He was emaciated and his hooves were very long. Toniʼs veterinarian is helping
guide Jet through his recovery. He needs gelding, a major hoof trim and ongoing
care. In only a few short weeks, Jet has put on weight, knows what treats are and
thinks his new owner is just perfect.
Toni has also adopted other equines, including the former Horse Force Monthlyʼs
“Sefton” and “Stoney,” both of whom she still has today

At right:
Jet when he
arrived

Below:
Two weeks
later
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Notes from Your Editor
Hot and humid weather has arrived. Show season is in full
swing. Please keep me posted on
your organization’s events so they
may be placed in the calendar of
events located on page 5 of this
newsletter and on the website.
Non-profit organizations may also
submit flyers for events for publication in the newsletter. Classified ads are free for members as long as they are: equine related, are not for
business purposes and are approved by DEC’s BOD. Examples of acceptable ads are: sale of equipment, trailers,
job listings, equine job seeking, private sale of horses and
private hay or tack sales. DEC membership is inexpensive
and has many benefits. Ad placement is just one of many
benefits. Check out our website for details on the numerous
benefits available to members
Wendy Lippincott, Editor
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President’s Message
Looks like the typical Delaware spring/summer season is upon us. The heat and bugs
are here, along with the rain and mud! It is
not easy to get the first hay gathered but
great for pasture growth.
Thanks to all of the DEC members that have been actively trying to defeat the Sunday hunting bill. See the
update article and continue sending the emails.
Stan Vonacek, DEC President

2016 Delaware Equine Council Officers:
President, Stan Vonasek . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 302-684-3966
Vice President, Ken Horeis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 302-270-2648
Secretary, Kathy Watson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 302-670-7358
Treasurer, Tami Stevens . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 302-399-3466

2016 Delaware Equine Council Directors:
Dr. Christina Dayton . 302-258-8160
Wendy Lippincott . . . 302-632-9733
Pam Nebel . . . . . . . . 240-994-2220
George Parris . . . . . . 302-846-2189
Julie Warrington . . . . 302-423-7393
Cynthia Vollmer. . . . . 302-519-2034

. .allcreaturesvetde@gmail.com
. . . . .info@dustychapsfarm.com
. . . . . . . . . . . . .pnebel@aol.com
. . . . . . . .gigiparris@verizon.net
. . .warrington_girls@yahoo.com
. . .cyn.vollmer2010@gmail.com

REPORT

lost, loose, neglected, or abused horses to
Delaware Department of Agriculture
302-698-4500 or 302-698-4561
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51st Annual Delaware 4-H Horse Show
State Fair Week, Friday, July 29, 2016 • Rain or Shine
Quillen Arena, Delaware State Fairgrounds, U.S. 13, Harrington, DE
Proof of Negative Coggins Test and a Certificate for Vaccination for Equine Influenza
and Rhinopheumonitis (EHV) within the past 180 days required to show.
All exhibitors are required to wear an ASTM/SEI approved helmet whenever mounted or driving.
Designated parking area to be determined.
Cooperative Extension in Agriculture and Home Economics, University of Delaware, Delaware State College, the
U.S. Department of Agriculture cooperating. It is the policy of Delaware Cooperative Extension that no persons shall be subject
to discrimination on the grounds of race, color, sex, handicap, age or national origin.

~ 4-H Horse Advisory Committee ~

Delaware 4-H Horse Show
JUDGE
SECRETARIES
STEWARDS
RINGMASTERS
ANNOUNCER
CHAIRPERSONS
TRAIL JUDGE
POINT KEEPER
VETERINARIAN
GATE/RIBBONS

Amy Whitmore
Pam Collins, Nina O’Bryan
Susan Garey, Becky Smith
Elena Wise
Toby O’Bryan
Pam Collins, Becky Smith
Jennifer Dill
Mallory Vogl
Will Be On Call
Nina O’Bryan, Heather Taylor

For information:
Susan Garey

730-4000
Becky Smith

373-4818

Elrita Annett - Greenwood
Kay Betts - Felton
Ann Blackmore - Middletown
Pam Collins - Townsend
Elena Wise - Smyrna
Susan Garey - Extension Agent, Animal Services
Sharon Little - Harrington
Doug Crouse - Stete 4-H Program Leader
Nina O’Bryan - Dover
Rebecca Smith - Townsend
Heather Taylor - Bridgeville
Mallory Vogl - Extension agent, 4-H Youth Development
51st Annual Delaware 4-H Horse Show Sponsors
on page 6

Sunday Hunting Update _________________________________
The Delaware Sunday Hunting Bill, known as HB289, was
initially drafted in March to allow hunting on private land on
all Sundays from September through January. For various
reasons, the Bill was amended to allow hunting on private
and public land on 5 Sundays: one in October, two in November, one in December and one in January. There are
provisions that allow the guardians of public land to exclude
their land from Sunday hunting. The Secretary of Agriculture,
Ed Kee, has declared that there will be no Sunday hunting
on State Forest land.
The Bill was assigned to the House of Representatives
Agricultural Committee in April. The first hearing was on May
4, with several DEC members testifying. Unfortunately, the
main sponsor of the bill is also the head of the Agriculture
Committee and the remaining members were co-sponsors.
The comments presented at the hearing were excellent,
however not well received.
The Bill was forwarded to the full House. Obviously, all the
emails and comments sent to the Representatives left no impression and on May 10, the House voted 36 to 3 in favor of
passing the Bill.
On May 14, the Senate Natural Resources Committee
heard comments. Although, the comments presented were
much better received, the Bill was forwarded by a 4 to 2
vote.
The Bill has since been presented to the full Senate and
was passed. As of this writing, it awaits the Governor’s signature.
The Delaware Equine Council has written to the the
Governor asking him to veto this bill.
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AMBA on Parade
By Debbie Edwards, AMBA Delaware State Coordinator
The Delmarva Chapter of the American Mustang and
Burro Association participates in a number of different
parades throughout the state of Delaware. The main
goal is to educate the public on the Mustangs. But we
also have fun dressing up to participate in the theme of
the parade and enter the judging. We have grown in
our ranks from just Alycia on Brandy and Marge driving
Buttercup to 7 horses and riders with most of the horses
being Mustangs or Mustang crosses. Of course, we always provide our own cleanup crew which ensures that
we get invited back!
This year the team won the Aran Award in the Dover
St. Patrick's Day Parade for the Best Large Animal
group. The group received the award in a presentation
made by the Dover City Council. Congratulations to
horses and riders for a job well done!
At right: American Mustang & Burro Association
Delmarva Chapter receives an award for their participation in the Dover St. Patrick's Day parade.
Seated L/R - Marge Davis, Debbie Edwards, Asha
Moon. Standing L/R - Juanita Melling, Bob Moore,
Alycia Hovey, Micah Scarborough, Pam Nebel.

Help Support DEC
Turn empty feed bags into cash with Southern
States Special Horse Organization Winner’s (SHOW)
Program. Simply clip the proof of purchase from any
LEGENDS, TRIPLE CROWN or SOUTHERN
STATES brand of horse feed or supplements.
Bring them to the DEC’s monthly membership
meeting or mail them to: Delaware Equine Council,
PO Box 158, Harrington, DE 19952.

Above: AMBA Delmarva Chapter Members Micah Scarborough, Annette Tomkin, Rebecca Adams, Bob VanVorst, Zoe
Shockley, Juanita Melling & Alycia Hovey participated in
the Dover Annual St. Patrick's Parade with their Mustangs.
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Calendar of Events
July 2016:
Monday, July 4: Happy Independence Day!
Thursday, July 7: Arabian Horse Association of Delmarva Meeting First Thursday of each month Contact: Resi Wolfe 302856-6048
Tuesday, July 12: EAAHSC (Eastern Amateur Arabian Horse
Show Circuit) Meeting, 2nd Tuesdays of each month. Contact: Laura 302-424-1828
Saturday, July 16: Tuckahoe Equestrian Center Fair Hill Ride,
Elkton, Maryland. www.tuckahoeequestriancenter.com
Saturday, July 16: 1st State Shooters Birthday Bash 6PM at
Levers Arena. Double Points. Contact: Tom Brandenburg
443-510-2447
Monday, July 18: Delaware Equine Council meets the 3rd Monday of each month at 7:00 pm except June and December
Contact Stan 302-684-3966
Wednesday, July 20: Tuckahoe Equestrian Center meets the 3rd
Wednesday of the following months: Jan, Mar, May, July,
Sept. Nov. and Dec at 7:00pm www.tuckahoeequestriancenter.com
Thursday, July 21 – Saturday, July 30: Delaware State Fair in
Harrington, Delaware. www.delawarestatefair.com.
Thursday, July 21: Quillen Arena Painted Pony PRCA Rodeo.
Delaware State Fair. Kids 12 & Under free.
Monday, July 25: American Mustang/Burro Association-Delmarva
Chapter meet @ 6PM the 4th Monday of each month, except
December. Contact: Debbie at 302-653-7005
Thursday, July 28: Harness Racing at the Delaware State Fair
for the Governor’s Cup. M & T Grandstand.
Friday, July 29: Delaware State 4-H Horse Show at the Delaware
State Fair. Quillen Arena. month weather permitting. Please
contact a member of the board if in doubt. Youth meet at 7
pm. Youth group is all-breed. Meeting location 9194 Legion
Rd. Denton, MD.
August 2016:
Thursday, August 4: Arabian Horse Association of Delmarva
Meeting First Thursday of each month Contact: Resi Wolfe
302-856-6048
Tuesday, August 9: EAAHSC (Eastern Amateur Arabian Horse
Show Circuit) Meeting, 2nd Tuesdays of each month. Contact: Laura 302-424-1828
Saturday, August 13: 1st State Shooters Moon Buster 6PM at
Levers Arena. Double Points. Contact: Tom Brandenburg
443-510-2447

Delaware 4-H Horse Show Sponsors
Delaware 4-H Horse Advisory Committee
Delaware Equine Council • Dover Saddlery
Delaware Quarter Horse Association (DQHA)
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~ Welcome New Member ~
Commercial
Oasis Integrated Learning Associates

 Next DEC Meetings 
Monday, July 18 • Monday, August 15
7 p.m. - Harrington Fire Company Conference Room
20 Clark Street • Harrington, DE 19952
Join us and bring a friend!

DEC Committees: Do you support the mission of the
Delaware Equine Council? If so, become involved with a
committee. The committee chairs are as follows:
Stan Vonacek - DECF Scholarships
Ken Horeis - Industry Directory
Mary Everhart - Trails
Wayne Nebel - Public Relations
Pam Nebel - Membership
Wendy Lippincott - Newsletter Editor
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DEC / TEC Poker Ride - April 17

It was a beautiful day for the DEC/TEC Poker Ride on April 17. Thirty-nine riders enjoyed friendly competition
while traveling through eight obstacles on the grounds of Tuckahoe Equestrian Center. A great lunch was provided along with prizes for the best poker hands. Many thanks to the committee for coordinating a fun day.
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In Memory of
Mary “Mom-Mom”
Bohnak
The Delaware Equine Council
mourns the loss and celebrates
the life of Mary “Mom Mom”
Bohnak, a DEC lifetime member.
Mom Mom lived a long life of 96
years in the joy of service within
the horse industry.
Along with her daughter, Kay Mildon, Mom Mom attended horse group meetings, the scholarship awards
dinners, and many more events. She volunteered to sell
refreshments and 50/50 tickets for the different groups
and helped any way she could.
Our sincerest condolences go to Kay Mildon and her
family. The world needs more lovely people like Mom
Mom. She will be missed.
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Hay Texture, an Indicator of Quality
By Kentucky Equine Research Staff · April 5, 2016
Who doesn’t love throwing their horses soft, fluffy hay?
Loosely speaking, hay texture can be split into four categories: very soft, standard, harsh, and extremely harsh.Experienced horse owners use their eyes, noses, and hands
to help determine hay quality. Visually, the hay should be a
pleasant color, ranging from deep green to light yellowishgreen, and should be free of weeds, thorns, and other unwanted vegetation. Further, properly cured hay will smell
fresh with no hint of mustiness or mold, which would indicate suspicious timing of harvest. The texture of hay also
tells a tale, and together with visual and olfactory assessment, will help reveal its worth as a feedstuff.
Loosely speaking, hay texture can be split into four categories: very soft, standard, harsh, and extremely harsh.
Very soft. The most desirable texture and usually indicative of well-cured early-maturity grass hay. “Very soft hay
is characterized by fine, lithe stems that are nearly indistinguishable by feel from leaves,” said Catherine Whitehouse, M.S., a nutrition advisor with Kentucky Equine
Research (KER). Hay of this texture might be particularly
useful for horses with tender mouths, including those that
have had extensive dental work, such as extractions, or
those with a sore tongues or gums.
Standard. Most hay probably falls into this category.
“Leaves are generally soft, and stems are slightly stiff as
lignification has begun. Stems remain easy to bend,
though. Horses with normal molars will have absolutely no
problem processing this forage,” said Whitehouse. Earlymaturity, high-quality alfalfa often falls into this category,
as do many good-quality grass hays.
Harsh. This hay is characterized by its obvious stemminess, to the point that it is almost unpleasant to touch. The
stems will be more rigid, as lignification has advanced,
and fewer leaves might be present. Although all hay is
“dry,” hay with a harsh texture will feel even more so, almost brittle. Sensitive horses might pick at this forage, eating slowly and cautiously. More waste will be noticed by
managers, especially in group-feeding situations.
Extremely harsh. This hay would represent the bottom of
the barrel in terms of texture quality. “Inflexible stems typify
this forage. Lignified structures have little nutritional
value,” said Whitehouse. Ends of stems may be so
pointed and sharp that mouth injuries occur. Intake might
decline dramatically, and horses offered this forage for
long periods will likely lose weight. Wastage will be at its
peak with extremely harsh forage.
Although texture is important in hay selection, a host of
factors determine what hay is best for any given horse, according to Whitehouse, and include stage of life, metabolism, and level of activity. Because hay provides the bulk of
many well-balanced diets, its quality can have a significant
impact on energy consumption as well as overall wellbeing.
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Thanks to
• MorningAgClips.com for publishing articles in your morning ag clips — Delmarva Edition. Subscribe now.
• Steve Shirey of Site One for hosting our web page . . . www.delawareequinecouncil.org.
• Doug Kerr for maintaining our website • Chick Saddlery & Western Wear for the layout and printing of our newsletter.
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Please support our Commercial Members
FARMS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Adandy Farms www.adandyfarm.com 302-349-5116
Apex Arabians Stables www.apexstables.com
DECA Farms, LLC 302-684-8625
Deer Antler Farm www.deerantlerequestrian.com
302-659-1366
Dovington Training Center www.dovington.com
302-242-2966
Dusty Chaps Farm www.dustychapsfarm.com
302-632-9733
Flying A Riding Academy www.flyingariding.com
302-422-7571
Gambler’s Choice Equestrian Center
www.gcequestrian.com 302-632-9777
Kershaw Acres www.kershawacres.com
302-684-1818
Royal Acres Haflingers 302-422-3454
Tir-Na-Nog Stables 302-270-7840
Valour Farms www.valour-farms.com 302-659-4066
Zenith Farms www.zenithfarms.com

FARM SUPPLY
• B & W Farm Supply www.bwfarmsupply.com
302-398-3059
• Bryan & Brittingham 302-846-9500
• Burke Equipment www.burkeequipment.com
302-284-0123
• Chick’s Farm & Feed 302-270-4432
• Chick’s Saddlery & Western Wear
www.chicksaddlery.com 302-398-4630
• Currey Farms www.curreyfarms.net 302-542-4793
• Del-Ridge Farms, Inc. 302-349-5184
• Delwood Trailer Sales www.delwoodtrailers.com
302-697-1345
• Hudson Farm Supply 302-398-3654
• Kay’s Feed and Supplies 302-875-5293
• Steward Farms 302-284-0514
• Southern States Middletown 302-378-9841
• Turf Equipment and Supply Company
866-641-8686

SERVICES
• Dan Watson Welding, LLC 302-698-9507
• Delaware Standardbred Owners Association
www.dsoaonline.com 3002-678-3058
• Farm Family Insurance www.farmfamily.com
302-697-1800
• First State Shooters 302-349-4082
• Harrington Raceway, Inc.
www.harringtonraceway.com 302-398-5933
• Hendricks & Son 302-398-3215
• Ijule www.facebook.com/ijule.net 302-684-2652
• Laurel Saddle Friends 302-841-2063
• Maezelo Stud www.maezelostud.com 301-828-8927
• Mid-Atlantic Farm Credit www.farmcreditequine.com
800-573-3028
• MTK Hosting & Support www.mtksupport.com
302-398-4018
• Oasis Integrated Learning Associates
302-528-6206
• Riding by Design www.ridingbydesign.com
302-535-9759
• Roy A Smith Farrier Service 631-764-0240
• The Essential Touch 443-994-6695
• Tuckahoe Equestrian Center 410-253-0161
• Two Old Mares Blanket Service 302-856-3189
• Unpuzzled Horsemanship 443-944-3508
• Wicomico Hunt Club www.wicomicohunt.com
302-362-3806

VETERINARY
• All Creatures Veterinary 302-258-8160
• Cokesbury Veterinary Service 302-947-4991
• Delmarva Equine Clinic www.delmarca-equine.com
302-735-4735

Changing Fates
Equine Rescue
31283 Old Cabin Rd.
Laurel, DE 19956
302-339-5065
www.changingfatesequine.org
Join us on Facebook!

Rescue Horse of the Month: Presto

Scan this code to go
to the DEC website
Presto is a 20 year old Trakehner. He moves beautifully.
He had never been saddled and ridden. Our farrier and
horse trainer, John Whaley, jumped on him for the first time
on February 7, 2026. He did awesome!

